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of the kingdom, as at Alton, King's Lynn, many
parishes in the city of London, Bradford-on-Avon,
Trowbridge, Warniinster, Frome, and other towns in
Wiltshire, and, he was told, probably incorrectly, in
many of the large towns of the North.1

A few months after this the court was fairly run
to earth by a carefully raised case from Bradford-on-
Avon, One Francis Hill was charged the important
sum of " a penny, as his share or contribution towards
the relief of the poor" of the parish for a year in
respect of his stock in the clothing trade, and this
was proved and admitted to be no more than his just
proportion if he was legally bound to contribute any-
thing in respect of his stock-in-trade. He appealed
to the sessions, which confirmed the rate, and then to
the King's Bench. Lord Mansfield asked what the
usage had been in the parish. Counsel replied that
both sides had agreed to waive the question of usage.
Lord Mansfield then said they had no right to do
that, and, with the concurrence of Mr. Justice Aston,
referred the case back to the sessions for a statement
on the point.2 It came back in January 1778, with a
statement that it had been usual in Bradford to rate
persons there for their stock-in-trade, and thereupon
the court confirmed the order of sessions, and the rate
stood good.3 Though this case in reality only estab-
lished that stock-in-trade was ratable in those places
where it was the usage to rate it, the next generation
of judges seem to have regarded it as establishing the
ratability of stock-in-trade everywhere. When the
case of Poole came up in 1792, they decided that

1 Cowper, Reports, p. 550.                     2 Ibid., p. 613 ff.

8 Ibid., p. 619.